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For some of our special friends music class is
one of the rare times that they get to interact
with the general population.

It is because of this my first priority is to give
these students a positive experience not a
neutral one.

[In order to differentiate the students | will use
SN for the special needs and MS for the
mainstream students]



Challenges:

They are not on the same level skill-wise
as the rest of the students. There is a
wide range on skill/ability levels even
within the group of special needs.
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My Goals:

1. Acknowledge and interact with them. (Because we may not know how to help them we have a tendency to ighore
them.) Talk to them, ask questions, and give them opportunities to actively participate in the class.

2. Give them chances to answer that are not scary. (Body movement is a great way to do this.)

3. Have them work on similar material (with
adjusting as necessary), make sure as you go
around to help that you spend time with
them.

4. Give them jobs in the class. They love to help
out just as much if not more than our other
students.



Goal 1

In the hallways, greet them. | give them an
elbow bump (I do not do high fives or fist
bumps). They may not how to react at first
but they will come to love it. For some of
them, it is the best part of their day.

There are times when MS students are
having problems following directions. | will
ask a SN to show me how it is done and |
point out that I’'m asking them because |
noticed they are doing it well.



Goal 1 cont’d

If they have behaved within their limits, | like
to be liberal with sticker giving. And to bump
up the fun, | put it on the forehead, cheek,
or nose.
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Spoken:

ﬂ There's a reason people treat you like they do.

Ev'rybody take a chance.

It's so simple, and it all begins with you.

People gotta take a stand.

E Even when you think the world isn't fair.
[& Come along and check it out!
E Take a risk, take a ride, take a dare.
Take a breath of air and let’s shout, RESPECT!
Check it out! RESPECT! Check it out!



Goal 2

When having the students answer questions |
have them do motions instead of verbally, i.e.
hands on head is “yes” and hands on chin or
stomach “no”. This is an easy way for you to
do an informal assessment for all students.
You can easily tell which ones are actually
answering and which ones are copying.

do not mind the SN copying movements
pecause as you ask variations of the same
pasic question idea, the students that are
struggling start to pick up the concept.




Goal 2 (cont’d)

This movement answering can be applied to
many different topics and hand/body
motions: form (a, b, c, etc.), loud/soft,
high/low; hands on head, under chin,
shoulders, stomach, legs, toes, hands
stretched up, on the floor, etc.)

This is a method | started using mainly for my
low English language students and it works
well with the SN. This also helps your SN that
have communication issues — they can
answer without having to worry about
language skills.



Goal 3

Having them help demonstrate as you explain
an activity. For example, when getting ready
to do the hand movements to “Miss Mary
Mack” with partners, | may have a SN come
up and be my demonstrating partner.

The fact that they may be slower in doing the
activity will actually help in the
demonstration. As you explain and work with
the SN in doing the activity it gives the MS
more of an opportunity to see what is
supposed to happen. (Good for the low
English learners)



Goal 3

When playing games, partner them up with
MS.

Fridays would be bingo day (rhythms,
instruments, symbols, etc.) and | would
have the students work in pairs. Some of
the SN students were so good that the MS
wanted to be paired with them.

(At the end | would reward both students
for helping each other out.)



Goal 4

Passing out papers, collecting papers,
collecting pencils, passing out crayons,
collecting crayons, passing out lapboards,
collecting lapboards. These are jobs that
they can do and require simple instructions
on how to do it.

| may have two SNs doing the same job to
help with the time factor. For the SN
students that are a little less able, you can
pair them up with a MS student. Maybe
have the SN student carry the pencil
container and have the MS actually pass
them out.



Worksheet modifications:

e lLarger fonts

* Less on the page

e Use visuals to highlight aspects
of the page

* Colored paper (blue, green,
light yellow)

* Give alternatives to writing



Grading

For me it is can be more important what the
student is doing over how well they are doing
it. Because of the wide variants in levels and
types of SN issues, these students may not be
able to produce a product that will be at a
similar level of an MS student.

If the SN student can show me that they are
following the process (as best they can) then
they are successful. This can come a many
forms: do | see that they are trying to do things
in the correct order, does the product have the
elements needed even if not quite in the
proper place.
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Ta & Ti Worksheet

Under the notes and rests write the correct syllable: Ta = J TaTi= ﬂ R=1
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Adding Note Values

Add the values together. Put the total to the right.
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Draw a line connecting the instrument name
and its picture

/ Trombone

/ i Trumpet

Tuba

oK

Flute

X Oboe




- q Draw a line connecting the instrument name
, and its picture
gtt

Tuba
Saxophone
=
| French Horn

Bassoon




Draw a line connecting the instry

ment name
and its picture

Clarinet



Listening Activities

Give them select crayons and have them
draw to match the mood of the music.

Crayon/mood suggestions
* Yellow or Green (happy)
e Blue (calm)

* Orange or Red (active)

e Black (sad)

Ask your art teacher for color suggestions
or for what associations they teach.



Worksheet modifications:

e Larger fonts

 Less on the page

e Use visuals to highlight aspects of the page
* Colored paper (blue, green, light yellow)

* Give alternatives to writing



Quaver Favorites - Found in Student Interactives
You can create assignments that they can work on
outside of class

* Notes and Rest Grab

* Beat or No Beat

* Instrument Crane

e Staff Champion

* Feel It, Count It - Rhythm, Dynamics, Meter, Note
Name

* (Q Paint

* Q Groove

* High Shelf, Low Shelf
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Google Creative Keyboard

Can be played with your face, body, mouse, or keys

https://creatability.withgoogle.com/keyboard/




First priority is to give these students a positive
experience not a neutral one.

My Goals:

1. Acknowledge and interact with them. (Because we may not
know how to help them we have a tendency to ignore them.)
Talk to them, ask questions, and give them opportunities to
actively participate in the class.

2. Give them chances to answer that are not scary. (Body
movement is a great way to do this.)

3. Have them work on similar material (with adjusting as
necessary), make sure as you go around to help that you spend
time with them.

4. Give them jobs in the class. They love to help out just as much if
not more than our other students.
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